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

 
DANS –

 
Data Archiving and Networked 

Services


 
An institute of 
◦

 
The Royal Netherlands Academy of Arts and 
Sciences (KNAW) and 
◦

 
The Netherlands Organisation for Scientific 
Research (NWO)

BackgroundBackground





 
DANS guarantees that research data in 
the Netherlands can be found and reused 
in the future. It does this through durable 
archiving, by encouraging others to do the 
same, and by ensuring that managers of 
important data make those data available.



 
Our Motto: Open access for research data 
when possible, restricted if required.

MissionMission





 
Archiving and dissemination system EASY



 
Data contracts



 
Consultancy 



 
Research and Development
◦

 
Persistent identifiers
◦

 
Enhanced publications
◦

 
Open access repositories
◦

 
GIS applications
◦

 
E-Humanities
◦

 
.......

Services and activitiesServices and activities



The Survey Cultural ChangesThe Survey Cultural Changes


 
The Netherlands Institute for Social 
Research (SCP)



 
Trend study since 1975



 
It measures changes in general opinions 
and attitudes of the Dutch population



 
Annual till 1999, biannual since then



 
Face to face and drop-off questionnaire



 
Until 2002 International Social Survey 
Programme (ISSP) part of
questionnaire



Request of SCP to (predecessor) Request of SCP to (predecessor) 
of DANSof DANS

Save the knowledge 
about the survey





 

Longitudinal survey, document every wave


 

Variables keep their variable name over time


 

Variables can be part of sets


 

Emphasis on question wordings


 

Small changes in wordings can occur


 

Answer categories


 

Sample / routing information


 

Interview instructions


 

Concepts, keywords and notes

Question databank Cultural Question databank Cultural 
changes changes --

 
principlesprinciples





 
Document question wordings of variables



 
Document questionnaires



 
Give an overview of the history of a variable



 
Select variables



 
Create a new questionnaire

FunctionalityFunctionality



Variable overviewVariable overview



QuestionnaireQuestionnaire



History of variableHistory of variable



Variable selectionVariable selection



Create a new questionnaireCreate a new questionnaire





 
Back office system



 
Only available for researchers of the SCP



 
No other variable information available



 
File information in other system



 
System needs update

Disadvantages of this systemDisadvantages of this system





 
Pilot project of
◦

 
SCP
◦

 
Centerdata   
◦

 
DANS   



 
Conversion of Question Databank Cultural 
Changes in an instance of Questacy 
(databank of Centerdata)

New project New project 





 
Web application



 
Online resource for a more general public 



 
Same functionality and more
◦

 
Basket to select variables for analyses
◦

 
Link to the data
◦

 
Multi lingual



 
And in the future:
◦

 
More longitudinal surveys of SCP
◦

 
More major Dutch longitudinal surveys

Next Question Databank Cultural Next Question Databank Cultural 
ChangesChanges
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marion.wittenberg@dans.knaw.nl
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